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from the President 


Greetings from Co-Lin! 

As president of Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College, I am so proud of-.the 
outstanding job the college does to meet 
the many needs of our students on all 
campuses. You may or may not be aware 
that Co-Lin was recently recognized as 
having the No. 1 graduation rate of all 
Mississippi community colleges. That is 
quite an accomplishment. In December, 
we wrapped up the Fall 2022 semester 
saying farewell to another successful class 
of Co-Lin graduates. 

The spring semester is always a 
special time in the life of the college, 
and this year is no exception. Our spring 
semester is off to an incredible start. I 
am so pleased to report that our spring 
enrollment at Co-Lin is up! We are also 
grateful to Intelligent.com for Co-Lin’s 
designation as being the No. 1 Community 
College in Mississippi. I am so proud of 
this distinction. 

Things are super busy on all three 
campuses with our student activities, 
events and special ceremonies. Many 
exciting projects are being completed 
to enhance the student experience at 
Co-Lin. Just a few highlights worth 
mentioning include the following: repairs 
to the Howell Garner Building (Natchez 
Campus), new Highway 49 Lighting and 
Banner Project (Simpson County Center), 
renovated Wolf Den Grill and Smoothie 
Bar (Wesson Campus), PJ’s Coffee Shop 


(Wesson 
Campus) 

and Phase I 
of Sullivan 
Baseball Field 
(Wesson 
Campus). 

It is also 
exciting to 
report that the 
spring sports 
are off to an 
awesome start! 
I would encourage you to come out and 
see the Wolves in action or follow our 
livestream on the Co-Lin athletic website. 
In addition, Co-Lin recently established 
an Honors College and signed transfer 
agreements with several universities to 
help facilitate an easier transition for our 
students. We are thrilled about this new 
opportunity. 

Some of you might be interested to 
learn that we have begun preparation for 
Co-Lin’s next accreditation visit scheduled 
for the fall of 2024. I am excited that Co- 
Lin, due to its successful track record with 
SACSCOC, has been approved to participate 
in a new, differentiated accreditation 
review process, which is a special 
privilege. This was quite a relief to the 
members of the leadership team as they 
prepare for a successful SACSCOC visit. 

Every day it seems as though we have 
a reason to celebrate something that is 


Hulon Sims 


going on at Co-Lin. On a personal level, I 
am especially excited to share my recent 
announcement to retire from Co-Lin after 
23 years of service at the college and 34 
years in education. I have loved my time 
in various leadership roles at Co-Lin. 
Serving as president has without a doubt 
been the pinnacle of my career. I assure 
you my decision to retire was not an easy 
one. I hope that any of you who know me 
will attest to my passion for Co-Lin. It 
has been my goal to do everything in my 
power to set the college up for growth and 
prosperity. 

I am extremely optimistic about the 
future. There are many bright days ahead 
at Co-Lin, and none of this would be 
possible without the continued generosity 
of our alumni and donors. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for your continued 
dedication and support. 


Sincerely, 


Co-Lin presidents gather together during the Retiree Brunch at the Presidents home this past fall. 
Pictured are (from left) Dr. Howell Garner, Dr. Billy Thamses, Dr. Jane Hulon Sims and Dr. Ronnie 


Nettles. 
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The Alumni Association 
recently elected new officers. 
Stephenie Sullivan (‘97)was 
named president, with Whitney 
Clark (‘11) serving as the vice- 
president and Robin Mitchell 
(‘97) as the secretary. 


While at Co-Lin, Sullivan 
was a member of the Drama 
Club. After Co-Lin, Sullivan 
attended the University of 
Southern Mississippi where 
she graduated in 2000 with 
a bachelor of arts in speech- 
language and audiology. She 
went on to receive her master’s 
in business administration from 
the University of South Alabama 
in 2003. 

Sullivan previously worked 
as a senior manager at Wells 
Enterprises and as a sales 
consultant, professional 
development, and leadership 
coach at Sullivan, LLC. Sullivan 
worked as the director of 
workforce development at 
Co-Lin until returning to 
the private sector where she 
currently is the HR director and 
Workforce Development at Von 
Drehle Corporation. She is part 
of the Homochitto Heritage 
Club (a General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs organization), 
and the Association of Junior 
League International (Mobile 
/ Boise / Northwest Arkansas). 


Sullivan is also an 
active member of 
Meadville United 
Methodist Church. 


While at Co-Lin, 
Clark was president 
of Sigma Kappa 
Delta, secretary of 
Phi Beta Lambda, 
freshman class 
vice president 
and sophomore 
class president 
in the Student Government 
Association, vice president of 
the Food Service Committee, 

a member of the President’s 
Council and Judicial Council, 

a Diamond Doll, on the 
Microcosm Staff and a writer 
for Wolf Tales, a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, Future Teachers 

of America, Women’s Resident 
Council, the Academic Team and 
was a Trailblazer. She was also 
a Class Favorite, voted Who’s 
Who Among American Junior 
Colleges, and was crowned as 
Co-Lin’s 2010 Homecoming 
Queen. After Co-Lin, Clark 
attended Mississippi State 
University and graduated in 
2014 with a bachelor of arts in 
communications and public 
relations. 

Clark is the office manager 
at Lowery, Payn, Leggett and 
Bellipanni, CPAs in Brookhaven. 


She is a member of the Junior 
Auxiliary of Brookhaven where 
she currently serves as 1st VP/ 
service projects chair. She is 

an independent marketing 
specialist and a member of the 
executive board of directors for 
the Lincoln County Chamber of 
Commerce. Clark is an active 
member of Center Street Church 
of Christ where she serves as a 


mentor on the youth committee. 


Mitchell originally attended 
Co-Lin in the fall of 1980 with 
an interest in nursing. However, 
she became a full-time banker 
before returning to Co-Lin’s 
nursing program. She always 
dreamed of eventually pursuing 
a nursing degree and becoming 
a part of the second graduating 
Associate Degree Nursing class. 
After Co-Lin, Mitchell ventured 
out in healthcare gaining all the 
experience and knowledge she 


could. She went on to receive 
her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing. 

Mitchell previously worked 
as an ER/Acute Care nurse, and 
worked as the community and 
health nurse as the Director 
of Education at Lawrence 
County Hospital before 
returning to Co-Lin. Since 
July 2014, Mitchell has worked 
as a coordinator/trainer for 
workforce development at 
Co-Lin, overseeing community 
projects and training. She 
is part of Emergency Nurses 
Association. Mississippi 
Hospital Association, Lawrence 
County Extension Service, 
Executive Board Member, MS 
Governor’s Homeland Security, 
and the Advisory Committee for 
Lawrence County High School 
Allied Health Program. Mitchell 
is also an active member of 


Monticello Baptist Church. 


Athletic Alumni Chapter names new officers 


Meleah Howard (‘08) has been 
elected as president of the Athletic 
Alumni Chapter. She will be 
joined by Dr. Dewayne Middleton 
(96) as vice-president and Colby 
Calcote (‘98). 

All former Co-Lin athletes and - 
coaches are considered members 
of the Athletic Alumni Association. 
The group meets twice annually 
and selects members for the 
college Sports Hall of Fame. 


Do you know a Co-Lin 
alum that deserves 


an alumni award? 


Now accepting nominations for: 
Alumni of the Year 
Sports Hall of Fame 


Visit colin.edu/alumni-foundation for more information 
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Baptist Student 


Union 


by Julia V. Miller 


julia.miller@colin.edu 


The Baptist Student Union has 
been a source of community and 
comfort for countless students 
for the eight decades it’s been on 
campus. This past summer saw one 
of those students return to the BSU 
as its leader. 

“Tt’s very humbling,” Jedd Moak 
(713) said about returning to campus 
as the BSU director. “I just feel 
honored that I have the opportunity 
to pour into the campus that meant 
so much to me.” 

Moak started his position in July 
of last year after Bro. Bruce Brady’s 
retirement in May. 

He credits the BSU at Co-Lin for 
much of his character growth as a 
young adult. 

“When I came to college, I knew I 
wanted to define who I was and find 
my niche in adulthood,” Moak said. 

Brady Va 
taught Moak ™@® 6 It just 


that his first 


priority should fe 
always be his eels 


lati hi e 
wit tetera, LEK 

oly e 
ae the being 
rest of my home. 9S y 


college time,” 

he said. Jedd 
After 

finishing at Moak, 

Co-Lin, Moak 


continued his BsU 


education at . 
Mississippi Director 
State where he 

studied kinesiology. He continued 
his spiritual journey through the 
BSU at MSU, and when he graduated 
he moved to Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College to complete 

an internship with the BSU there. 
He then spent five years as the 
assistant director before he and 

his wife decided to make a drastic 
change. 

They decided to move to Rwanda 
for two years to work with a 
Christian non-profit. The non- 
profit worked with students in 
poverty to help insure they received 
an education. The work was family 
inclusive, and they helped meet 
needs of the students at home as 
well as at school. The Moaks’ main 
job was leading a bible study for 
locals, but much of it was visiting 
families and seeing what ways they 


could help. 
“We spent a lot time visiting families, 


and asking ourselves how we can show the 


love of Jesus,” Moak said. 
For over a year in the 1990s, Rwanda 
was torn apart during a brutal civil 
War resulting in the genocide of many 
members of the Tutsi ethnic group. 
Moak described the country as peaceful 
now. Each year, they hold a week of 
rememberance acknowledging why 
the genocide happened, and how they 
can prevent it from happening again. 


However, he found there was a lot of hurt 


still among the people. 
“They struggle to trust each other, and 
they struggle to trust God,” he said. 


The Moaks hoped to bridge that path by 


being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

After two years in Africa, the Moaks 
returned to the U.S. This is Moak’s first 
job since moving back to Mississippi, and 
he said being back on Co-Lin’s campus 
has given him a sense of peace. 

“You just have those things where it’s 
right and that’s what it feels like being 
here,” he said. “It just feels like being 
home.” 

The BSU hosts worship each Monday 
night at 6:15 and Bible studies on 
Tuesdays. 

“Our whole mission is we want all 
students to know Christ and let Christ be 
known.” 

For more information about the BSU 
on Co-Lin’s campus, follow them on 
Instagram at @colin_bsu. 


The Baptist Student Union on Co-Lin’s campus strives to serve students by helping 
develop their relationship with God, providing a safe environment to socialize, and 
encouraging friendships with one another. Jedd Moak (opposite page) took over as 
BSU director in July. 


The Colinian | 7 


i. 


eipiesoeol 


nee 
ie 


~ Young snags 1,000th career win 


LViLLLET 


8 | The Colinian 


(Above) 
Coach 
Gwyn 
Young 
outlines the 
game plan 
to his team. 
(Right) 
Young slams 
a basketball 
during his - 
time on 

the men’s 
basketball 
team at 
Co-Lin. 


In 1975, hip-huggers, 
bellbottoms and leisure suits were 
all the rage. Gerald R. Ford was 
serving as the 38th president of 
the United States. A loaf of bread 
Was just 33 cents, and Coach Gwyn 
Young had just joined the Co-Lin 
faculty, a tenure that would stretch 
on for 47 years and accumulate 
more than 1,000 basketball wins 
under his belt. 


The early days 

For Young, coaching had always 
been part of the plan. 

“T knew what I wanted to do 
pretty early in high school,” Young 
said. “I wasn’t trying to figure what 
I wanted my career to be when I got 
to college.” 

Young first joined the Wolf Pack 
in the fall of 1969 as a member 
of Coach M.K. Turk’s basketball 
team. He graduated in 1971 and left 
just long enough 
to complete his 
education and get 


ability to adapt to trends within 
the sport as well as the individual 


‘ players who have made his roster. 


According to Young, one of his 
richest resources was watching 
other coaches during recruiting 
visits. 
“T like to say I’m the basketball 
thief,” he joked. “If you’ve got 
something I like, I write it down.” 
Young is also quick to point out 
that his success was only possible 
because of the many women 
he has coached over the years, 
the assistants who have worked 
alongside him, and the tremendous 
support from the Co-Lin family. 
“Pve had a lot of people I’ve 
worked with at Co-Lin that have 
supported us,” he said. “They 
helped us with things that we 
couldn’t have accomplished without 
them’ 
Currently, Young is assisted by 
his son, Lane 
Young (’96), and 
Alexus Holt (18), 


some experience. 6 CHe wdas just one of his former 


After teaching 


players. 


and coaching in Dad to US, Young, who 


Brookhaven for 


was born October 


two years, he was and all I’ve 1975, said growing 


hired onto Co- 


up he was a bit 


Lin’s faculty as a known ts oblivious to how 


math teacher in 


his life may have 


the high school, Co-Lin and been different 


an assistant coach 


from most. 


for the men’s basketball. yy y “He was just 


basketball team, 


Dad to us, and 


and head coach all ? ve known 
for the recently Lane Young, is Co-Lin and 
established Assistant basketball, ” he 
women’s recalled. “There 


basketball team. Athletic was a bunch of 


Previously, the 


kids on campus 


team had been a Director of at that time, 


club team under 


and it was close 


the direction Eligibility & knit with all the 


of Katherine 


coaches’ families.” 


Huckaby, and Compliance As he got older 


anyone who 

wanted to join could. However, 
times were changing with the 
passing of Title IX in 1972, and it 
was up to Young to bring the team 
up to a competitive standard. 

As with any 45-year career, 
Young has witnessed many 
changes in women’s basketball. 
Most notably was the introduction 
of the three-point line, and the 
ever-improving athleticism of the 
women who have made their way 
onto the court. 

“There’s always been good 
athletes along the way,” he 
explained, “But as a group they’ve 
gotten better, faster and stronger.” 


Laying the foundation 

Over the years, if people were 
to describe Young’s coaching 
style, there would likely be many 
different answers. His success 
as a coach has largely laid in his 


though, he knew 
he wanted to follow in his father’s 
footsteps. 

“T never thought of doing 
anything different,” he said. “I just 
wanted to teach and coach.” 

Gwyn Young has attributed his 
longevity in the program to his son. 
“T couldn’t have gotten to this 

point in time without him,” he 

said. “He’s been able to handle a lot 
of aspects behind the scenes, and I 
don’t have to say anything.” 

Both Youngs agree the biggest 
behind the scenes supporter for 
Young and his team has always 
been his wife, Velesta. 

“The good thing was Mama 
loved basketball,” Lane Young said. 
“Mama was all in. That made it 
easier for my dad.” 

He gave examples of his mother 
cooking for the team or just 
cheering them on no matter what. 

“My wife is a basketball person,” 
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Gwyn Young added. “She just 
loves watching the game.” 


Supporting players off the 
court 

Though Young holds the title 
for winningest active coach in 
the NJCAA, the thing most of 
his players remember him for 
is his dedication to meeting 
the needs of his players off 
the court, whether it was 
academically or filling a gap 
for family. 

Dr. Dianne Watson (‘89) was 
a member of the 1988-89 team 
that competed in the NJCC 
Final Four in Tyler, Texas., and 
she described her primary role 
as giving her best in practice 
and tutoring assistance on long 
road trips. Watson said the one 
thing she appreciated about 
Young was that he always 
allowed her to prioritize her 
education. She recalled taking 
Dr. Phyllis Lanier’s organic 
chemistry at 1:00 p.m. before 
basketball practice at 2. 

“Dr. Lanier scoffed at 
anyone who believed organic 


Coach Gwyn Young with his 2012 team. 


could be taught in only 50 
minutes three times a week. 
She routinely kept us in class 
until well after 2:00,” she 
said. “I’m sure Coach realized 
that the additional time spent 
in organic would benefit my 
immediate future much more 
than my meager contributions 
to his basketball program, so I 
was allowed to come running 
in late on those days. Thank 
you, Coach.” 

Holt, who played on the 
2016-17 and 2017-18 teams, 
said it was his faith in her time 
and again that has brought her 
where she is today. 

Her senior year, she had 
never heard of Co-Lin, and she 
was ending the year with no 
offers on the table. She was 
invited to play in the Louisiana 
All-Star game, and that’s 
where Young first spotted her 
talent. 

“T didn’t play much, so I 
thought no one would know 
what I could do,” she said. 
“One hour later, Coach Young 
called. I only played four 


minutes, and he was 


willing to give me a full 


ride.” 


That fall, Holt found 


herself on the Wesson 
campus. It was not an 


easy transition for her, 
however. She struggled 
being so far from family, 


and she considered 
dropping out. Young 
asked her to give him 
one week, and if she 


still wanted to leave, he 
wouldn’t talk her out of 
it. By the time that week 


was up, Holt told her 
mom she was staying 
after all. 


“He’s not just about on 
the court,” she said. “He 
had dinner at his house 


for the team. He made 


sure we were good for the 
holidays when campus 


was closed.” 
One of her favorite 


memories of Young was 


during a game against 


Jones. They were down at 
the half, and she and all her 


teammates were 
worried about what 
would say. He walked 
into the locker room 
holding his foam 
board he wrote plays 
on and tried to break 
it. But he couldn’t. 
Suddenly, he started 
chuckling at himself. 
“Tm not supposed 
to be laughing right 
now; I’m mad,” she 
recalled him saying. 
“Tm so upset. I 
just don’t have the 
strength to break it.” 
By the time her 
two years were up, 
Holt dreaded leaving. 
She didn’t imagine 
| that she would be 
| back, but last year as 
she was preparing to 
go overseas to play 
basketball, she got 
another life-changing 


2007 call from Young. 


“He called me and 
asked if I was planning to go 
play basketball. I told him I 


Coach Gwyn Young 
with his 1978 team. 


66 If I bring somebody in to play basketball, I want to see them 
graduate. If it’s your child and you send them off, you hope 
someone would do that for them. § 

Gwyn Young, Women’s Basketball Coach 


was thinking about it, and he 
said ‘I kind of wanted you to 

come down and coach for me. 
He told me the same thing he 
did before: ‘Give me a week.’” 

Holt found herself unable 
to sign her contract sent over 
from the agency. She wanted 
to coach eventually, but she 
wasn’t sure now was the 
right time. But by the end of 
the week, she knew the right 
decision. 

“Again, he saw something 
in me, and | thought I would 
rather give back,” she said. 

Young shies away from any 
of this praise, quickly stating 
it’s what anyone would do. 

“If I bring somebody in to 
play basketball, I want to see 
them graduate,” he said. “If 
it’s your child and you send 
them off, you hope someone 
would do that for them.” 


1,000th win 

On January 12, the Wolf 
Pack defeated East Mississippi 
74-62 bringing Young’s 
win tally to 1,000. The night 
was marked by a frenzy 
of celebration on Gwyn 
Young Court. Cheerleaders 
popped blue confetti as 
family, teammates, former 
players and long-time fans 
turned out to see this rare 
accomplishment. Young was 
presented with the game ball 
wearing a small smile on his 
normally stoic face. 

“Tt was the most intense 
game of the year,” Lane 
Young said. “I was more 
selfish than him or my mother 
about wanting him to win his 
1,000th.” 

Holt, who was a member 
of the basketball team when 
Young hit 900 wins, compared 
the two milestone experiences. 

“Tt hits different now being 
on the sideline when you see 
all the things he goes through 
to make sure the players are 
ready,” she said. 

Young redirected the 
accomplishments to all his 
players, current and former. 

“All of them that played for 
me; they were a part of this,” 
he said. “I never really hit the 
court. I never scored a point.” 


Homecoming 2022 was a big success 
welcoming hundreds of visitors to 
campus. 

The week offered many opportunities 
for students and community members to 
come together beginning with a movie 
night in Stone Stadium on Monday, the 
annual 5K run Tuesday, and a pep rally 
Wednesday. 

The day of homecoming started 
with welcoming Co-Lin retirees back 
to campus with a brunch held in the 
President’s home. The annual Alumni 
Awards Reception honored Dr. Michael 
Henderson as Alumnus of the Year. The 
Athletic Alumni Association inducted 
five new Hall of Fame members: Chris 
Caughman, basketball; Latoria Holder, 
basketball; the late Tim Johnson, tennis 
and football; Matt Mooney, golf; and 
Chandler Rodgers, football. The Band & 
Colette Alumni chapter inducted Becky 
Yarbrough into its Hall of Fame and 
recognized Robert D. Bush as the Stanley 
Stewart Outstanding Young Alumnus. 

The tailgate was busy with people 
of all ages celebrating before kickoff 
against MGCCC. The Sports Hall of 
Fame inducted were recognized during 
pregame festivities, and Homecoming 
Queen Ty’China Byrd and her court were 
honored during halftime. 
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Members of the Class of 1972 received golden anniversary Alumni Association President Mark Hamilton (left) presents 
pins at the alumni awards reception. Dr. Michael Henderson as the 2022 Alumnus of the Year. 


The Band and Colette for inclusion in Who’s Who 
chapter of the Copiah-Lincoln Among American Women, | 
Community College Alumni and she received the E.M. 
Association inducted Becky Graham Award for Community 
Yarbrough, of New Hebron, into _—_ Leadership by the Lawrence 
its Hall of Fame and honored County Chamber of Commerce. 
Robert D. Bush, of Hattiesburg, In 2020, she was named 
formerly of Pinola, as the grand marshal of the New 
Stanley Stewart Outstanding Hebron Christmas Parade. 
Young Alumni recipient during She is past president of the 
Homecoming festivities. Band and Colette Alumni 
Becky Yarbrough Chapter and the New Hebron 
Yarbrough is a 1967 graduate Activity Club. She presently is 
of Co-Lin, where she majored a member of the Delta Kappa 
in music education. She was Gamma Professional Teacher’s 
a member of the College Organization. Band & Colette Chapter President JP McInnis (right) 
Choir, Gitl’s Ensemble and the She is a lifelong member of presents Becky Yarbrough with 2) plaque commemorating 
Colettes. During her time as New Hebron Baptist Church, her Hall of Fame induction. 
a Colette, she performed with where she has directed adult 
the Blue Wave Show Band in choir, children’s choir and 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day handbell choir. She has served | 
Parade in New York. as the church organist for 
After Co-Lin, Yarbrough more than 50 years. She and 1 
attended the University of her husband, James (’72), have 
Southern Mississippi, where four children: Miles Riley, 
she received a bachelor’s degree _—_ Christi Riley Chavis (’89), Josh 
in music education, with an Yarbrough (’96) and Jason 
emphasis in vocal. She taught Yarbrough (attended). 
music in Lawrence County Robert D. Bush 
schools for much of her career, Bush is a 2008 graduate 
including serving as band of Co-Lin, where he was a 
director at New Hebron High member of the Blue Wave Show 
School. After retiring in 1997, Band. 
she began a band program at After Co-Lin, Bush joined | 
Simpson County Academy and the Mississippi Army National | 
taught both elementary music Guard as a UH-60 Blackhawk | 
and high school choral music. Helicopter Crewchief/Mechanic 
When she retired in 2001 from with Alpha Co, 1-185th Assault ' ee 
SCA, she had accumulated 30 Taleeotee Battalion. He Band & Colette Chapter President JP McInnis (right) 
years in the classroom. presents Robert D. Bush with the Stanley Stewart | 
She was selected in 2000/2001 Band continued on page 18 Outstanding Young Alumni award. 
| The Colinian 
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Five former Wolf Pack athletes were inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame during the Athletic Alumni Association meeting at 
orig The Class of 2022 includes (from left) Chandler Rogers (12), football; Matt Mooney (‘02), golf; the late fin 


Johnson (‘82), 
Caughman (‘87), basketball. 


The Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
Athletic Alumni Association inducted five 
members into the Sports Hall of Fame 
during Homecoming festivities. 

This year’s class includes Chris 
Caughman, of Mendenhall, Latoria 
Holder, of Pensacola, Florida, formerly 
of Lumberton, the late Tim Johnson, of 
Monticello, Matt Mooney, of Phoenix, 
Arizona, formerly of Brookhaven, and 
Chandler Rogers, of Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, formerly of Brookhaven. 

Chris Caughman 

Caughman is a 1987 graduate of Co-Lin, 
where he was a member of the basketball 
team. While at Co-Lin, he and his team 
won the 1986 Region 23 Championship 
and went on to compete for a national 
championship in Hutchinson, Kansas. 
During his sophomore year, he was a co- 
captain and starter. The 1986-1987 team 
was ranked in the top 20 in the nation 
for most of the year. Caughman received 
the John Beard Award for Scholastics & 
Leadership in 1987 and was the leading 
three-point shooter on the team that year. 

After Co-Lin, he continued his basketball 
career at Belhaven College, where he 
was best defensive player in 1988 and 
was named to the Gulf Coast Athletic 
Conference team, the All-Region 30 team, 
and was best offensive player in 1989. He 
led the team in scoring with an average of 
15.6 points a game and holds the second 
highest single season three-point shooting 
record of all time at Belhaven. He received 
a Bachelor of Arts in history in 1989 from 
Belhaven. 

He has continued his education by 
attending graduate schools of banking at 
the University of Mississippi, Louisiana 
State University, Southern Methodist 
University, and the Southeast School 
of Commercial Lending at Vanderbilt 
University. He began his career as a 
basketball coach and teacher working at 
Hillcrest Christian School, East Rankin 


Academy and Simpson County Academy. 
He currently works as senior vice president 
of Peoples Bank and has served as a 
Mississippi state senator for District 35 
since 2016, where he has spent the last 
three years as chairman on the banking 
committee. He is president of Simpson 
County Youth Leadership. He is a past 
president of Simpson County Ducks 
Unlimited, Magee Lion’s Club, Simpson 
County Academy, Mendenhall Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Simpson 
County Economic Foundation, and he is a 
past board member of the Magee Chamber 
of Commerce and the Co-Lin Foundation. 
He was named Co-Lin Alumnus of the Year 
in 2019. He and his wife, Melissa, have 
three children Cade, Abby and Bryce. 
Latoria Holder 

Holder is 2010 graduate of Co-Lin, where 
she was a member of the basketball team. 
While at Co-Lin, she was nationally ranked 
both years. She averaged 13.2 points with 
4.6 rebounds and 2.5 assists per game her 
freshman year. Her sophomore year, she 
averaged 17.3 points with 4.7 rebounds and 
3.4. assists. She was named to the NJCAA 
All-Region XXIII Team and the MACJC All- 
State First Team, both years. 

During the 2008-2009 school year, 
her team had a record of 26-4 and won 
the MACJC South Division Championship. 
They were runners-up at the MACJC 
State Tournament and at the NJCAA 
Region XXIII Tournament. During the 
2009-2010 school year, her team had a 
record of 31-2 and won the MACJC South 
Division Championship and Region XXIII 
Championship. They were runner-up in 
the MACJC State Tournament and won 
seventh place in the NJCAA National 
Tournament. 

After Co-Lin, Holder went on to play 
basketball for Southeastern Louisiana 
University. She graduated in 2012 with a 
bachelor’s degree in general studies and 
a minor in athletic coaching. She played 


tennis, represented by his children Jessica Channell and Ford Johnson; Latoria Holder (’10), basketball; Chris 


semi-professional basketball for five years. 
During the 2013-2014 season, she worked 
as an assistant coach for Terry High School 
girls’ varsity basketball team and as head 
coach for the girls’ junior varsity basketball 
team. During that year, the team won 
district and south state. She currently lives 
in Pensacola, Florida, where she works for 
the United States Postal Service. 

Tim Johnson 

Johnson was a 1982 graduate of Co-Lin, 
where he was a member of the tennis and 
football teams. While at Co-Lin, he won 
a State tennis title in men’s doubles twice 
and was a runner-up in regionals. 

After Co-Lin, he played USTA league 
tennis for many years and won several 
district championships and two state 
championship titles in men’s 4.0 tennis. 
He worked as a manager at Wal-Mart 
Distribution and then Georgia Pacific for 
21 years. Johnson was a member of Bethel 
Baptist Church. He and his wife, Melissa, 
had two children, Jessica Darlene Johnson 
Channell and Timothy Crawford Johnson, 
and three grandchildren, Fisher Gage 
Channell, Asher James Channell and Beau 
Crawford Johnson. Johnson passed away 
Feb. 12, 2021. 

Matt Mooney 

Mooney is a 2002 graduate of Co-Lin, 
where he was a member of the golf team. 
While at Co-Lin he placed second in the 
2002 NJCAA DIII National Tournament, 
and he was named First Team All American 
after posting the second lowest score at the 
national tournament. He was a medalist in 
the 2002 Hinds Community College Spring 
Invitational, and he was named to the 
MACJC All-Tournament Team in 2001. He 
was president of the Baptist Student Union 
and Phi Theta Kappa, where he was named 
Distinguished Academic All-American. He 
was elected Mr. Co-Lin and to the Co-Lin 
Hall of Fame. 


Sports continued on page 16 
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Members of the 2022 Homecoming Court were (from left) Marley Lott, Simpson freshman maid; Madelyn Barrentine, Wesson 
freshman maid; Kaitlyn Humphres, Wesson freshman maid; Carmen Verser, Natchez freshman maid; Queen Ty-China Byrd; 

Alexis Wood, Natchez sophomore maid; Cassie Whatley, Wesson sophomore maid; Mercy Bishop, Simpson sophomore maid; 
Hayley Freeny, Wesson sophomore maid. 


After Co-Lin, Mooney 
attended Mississippi State 
University, where he 
continued his golf career 
with the Bulldogs. He served 
on the SEC Student Athlete 
Advisory Council and was 
named to the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll. He graduated 
from Mississippi State 
University with bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in business 
administration. 
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He currently is the 
Chief Operating Officer 
at Parkway Properties in 
Phoenix, Arizona, where 
he is responsible for the 
oversight of operations in the 
Western U.S. and pursues new 
investment and development 
opportunities across the 
Sunbelt and Mountain West. 
He also serves as director 
for the Catch-A-Dream 
Foundation and is involved 


Co-Lin President 


me continued from page 15 


with the Urban Land Institute 
and Phoenix Thunderbirds. He 
and his wife, Anna, have three 
children, Connor, Kathryn, 
and Cullen. 


Rogers is a 2012 graduate 
of Co-Lin, where he was a 
member of the football team. 
While at Co-Lin, he was a 
two-year starter and led 

his team to the 2012 State 
Championship. During his 


Homecoming Queen Ty’China Byrd of 
Brookhaven, escorted by her uncle Horace 
McMorris, was crowned by Co-Lin’s 2021 
Homecoming Queen, Madi Miller of 
Brookhaven, and presented flowers by 

r. Jane Hulon Sims. 


time at Co-Lin, he had 320 
completions for 4,254 yards 
with a 60 percent completion 
rate and 37 touchdowns. He 
was named to the All State 
and All Region teams. 

After Co-Lin, he played 
football at Arkansas State 
and graduated in 2015 witha 
bachelor’s degree in finance. 
He currently serves in the U.S. 
Navy. He is married to the 
former Hanna Qedan. 


Outstanding Faculty & Start 


Chad Austin 


Wesson Campus 
Academic Instructor 


The Co-Lin Alumni 
Association honored five 
outstanding faculty and staff 
members this past fall. Those 
honored from the Wesson 
Campus were Chad Austin of 
Brandon, Kelly Fenwick of 
Bogue Chitto, and Scarlett 
Hart of Union Church. Nancy 
McFarland of Natchez was 
recognized for the Natchez 
Campus and Amanda McKenzie 
of Collins was the Simpson 
County Center honoree. 

Chad Austin 

Austin was selected as 
Outstanding Academic 
Instructor for the Wesson 
Campus. He has been 
employed at the college 
since 2018. He serves as 
Assistant Band Director/ 
Percussion Instructor and 
directs the basketball pep 
band and The Sojourners. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in K-12 instrumental music 
education from Mississippi 
State University and a master’s 
degree in band conducting 
from Sam Houston State 
University. In 2009, Austin 
received the A.E. McClain 
Award for Mississippi’s 
Outstanding Young Band 
Director from the Mississippi 
Bandmasters Association. 

He is a past president of 

the Capital District Band 
Directors’ Association and 
currently serves as treasurer 
on the executive board of the 
Mississippi Indoor Association. 
He has served as a clinician 
for the Southwest Mississippi 


Kelly Fenwick 
Wesson Campus 
Career-Tech Instructor 


Scarlett Hart 
Wesson Campus 
Staff Member 


Band Directors’ Association 
and on adjudication panels 
for the Mississippi Lions All- 
State Band, Mississippi Indoor 
Association, and The Pine Belt 
Marching Invitational. Austin 
is a member of the Mississippi 
Bandmasters Association and 
the Percussive Arts Society. He 
and his wife Renee reside in 
Brandon. 
Kelly Fenwick 

Fenwick was selected as 
Outstanding Career-Technical 
Instructor for the Wesson 
Campus. She has been 
employed at the college since 
2021 and serves as Program 
Director for Medical Radiologic 
Technology. Fenwick earned 
a bachelor’s degree from 
Mississippi State University, 
a certificate of radiologic 
technology from the University 
of Mississippi Medical Center, 
a technical certificate in 
Sonography from Hinds 
Allied Health Center, anda 
master’s degree in health 
sciences from The University 
of Mississippi Medical 
Center. She is a member of 
the Mississippi Society of 
Radiologic Technologists 
and the American Society 
of Radiologic Technologist. 
Fenwick is a member of First 
Baptist Church of Summit 
where she sings in the choir 
and participates in mission 
work. 
Scarlett Hart 

Hart was selected as 
Outstanding Staff Member 
for the Wesson Campus. 


She has been employed at 
the college since 2016. She 
serves as Assistant Director of 
Public Relations & Marketing 
and Special Assistant to the 
President. Hart earned a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing 
from The University of 
Southern Mississippi and a 
master’s degree in community 
development from Delta State 
University. She is a graduate 
of the Mississippi Community 
College Leadership Academy 
and Leadership Co-Lin. Her 
marketing campaigns and 
photography have earned 
numerous awards from the 
College Public Relations 
Association of Mississippi 
including the Grand Award for 
Electronic Media in 2019. She 
is married to Matthew Hart, 
and they have three daughters, 
Nora, and twins Mamie and 
Myla. They are members 
of First Baptist Church of 
Brookhaven where she sings 
on the worship team. 
Nancy McFarland 

McFarland was selected 
as Outstanding Faculty/ 
Staff Member for the 
Natchez Campus. She 
has been employed at the 
college since 2000 where 
she currently serves as an 
academic counselor and 
Psychology instructor. 
McFarland earned a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from 
Louisiana State University in 
Shreveport and a master’s 
degree in psychology and 
counseling from Texas 


Nancy McFarland Amanda McKenzie 
Natchez Campus 
Faculty/Staff Member 


Simpson County Center 
Faculty/Staff Member 


A&M University. She is a 
member of the American 
Counseling Association, 
Leadership Natchez, 
Mississippi Counseling 
Association, Magnolia Region 
Counselors Association, and 
the Mississippi Association 
of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers. She 
completed the Mississippi 
Community College Leadership 
Academy in 2013 and is a 
past recipient of the Howell 
Garner High Performance 
Award. She is very active in the 
Natchez community where she 
volunteers with organizations 
including Natchez Junior 
Auxiliary, Stewpot, and Y’all 
Means All Natchez. 
Amanda McKenzie 

McKenzie was selected as 
Outstanding Faculty/Staff 
Member for the Simpson 
County Center. She has been 
employed as a full-time 
mathematics instructor at 
the college since 2015. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematics from the 
University of Wisconsin- Green 
Bay and a master’s degree 
in applied statistics from the 
University of Michigan. In 
addition to teaching, she has 
also served as a Phi Theta 
Kappa advisor since 2016. She 
received the Howell Garner 
High Performance Award 
in 2017 and is a member of 
the Mississippi Collegiate 
Mathematical Association. She 
and her husband Eddie reside 
in Collins. 
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Mike Jones to be inducted into MCCSHOF | 


Mike Jones (’73) of Madison, Mississippi, 
will be inducted into the Mississippi 
Community College Sports Hall of Fame on 
Tuesday, April 25 at the Hinds Community 
College Clyde Muse Center in Pearl. 

Jones graduated with an associate degree 
from Copiah-Lincoln Community College, 
where he played baseball and basketball. 
He continued his education at Mississippi 
College, where he earned a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree. During his time on the 
Choctaw baseball team, he was named to All 
Conference. 

He returned to Co-Lin as the head 
basketball coach from 1985 to 1988 
before taking the head basketball job at 
Mississippi College, where he remained 
for the rest of his career. He held the title 
of head basketball coach from 1988-2002 
and 2006-2008. He also served as athletic 
director at MC From 2002-2006 and 2008- 
2021. 

Jones guided the Wolves to two National 
Junior College Athletic Association National 
Tournament appearances and was named 
MACCC Coach of the Year twice. His record 
during his time at Co-Lin stands at 112-20. 
At MC, he had a home winning streak from 


Reunion 


1995-1999, won ie 
the 1995 Gulf 
South Conference 
Champions 

and had seven 
appearances in the 
NCAA Tournament. 
He was a three 
time American 
Southwest 
Conference Coach 
of the Year and 

a Five time ASC 
Champion. He 
posted an overall record at MC of 342-127. 
Of all his years coaching, Jones favorite 
were the two years he was able to coach his 
grandson, Zach Jones, at MC. 

Jones was inducted into the Co-Lin Hall 
of Fame in 1996, the Mississippi College 
Hall of Fame in 2002, and the Mississippi 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2018. 

Jones and his wife, Jane, have two 
children, Michael Jones Jr. and Amanda Rae 
Jones Sisson (Taylor) and six grandchildren, 
Zach Jones, 23, Ansley Jones, 19, Will Jones, 
16, Charlotte Jane Sisson, 10, Rhett Sisson, 
7, and Ward Sisson, 4. 


Band & Colette Chapter continued from page 14 


deployed to Iraq in support 

of Operation Iraqi Freedom/ 
Enduring Freedom from 2010 
to 2011. In 2015, he transferred 
to the 41st Army Band, 

where he currently serves 

as percussion section leader 
and team leader for the unit. 
They perform for schools from 
kindergarten classes to colleges 
and universities across the 
state promoting the Mississippi 
National Guard, Army Bands 
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and Army Music. Bush has 
been awarded the Air Medal, 
Iraq Campaign Medal with M 
Device, two Army Achievement 
Medals, Army Commendation 
Medal, Combat Action Badge 
and Aviation Wings. 

He received a bachelor’s 
degree in music education from 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi, with an emphasis 
in instrumental in 2017. He 
was involved with the Pride 


theater ensembles. 


of Mississippi Marching Band, 
Southern Miss Steel Pan 
Orchestra, Symphonic Winds 
and many smaller musical and 


He currently serves as 
assistant band director for 6th 
through 12th grades at South 
Jones High School, where his 
focus is on percussion and 
sound engineering for the 
marching band. While there, he 
has helped the band program 


Coach Mike Jones graduated from Co- 


Lin in 1972 before returning to coach 
the men’s basketball team from 1985- 
1988. 


Members of the Co-Lin 
High School Class of 1972 
met at the Thames Center 
this past fall. Present for 

the reunion were (from 

left) Willie H. Newell, 
Bobby Diamond, Debi 
Johnson Calhoun, Randy 
Davis, Craig Jackson, Steve 
Graham, Brenda Rutland 
Lusk, Robin Harris Hulligan, 
June Leonard Owens, Helen 
Mullen dowling, Ginene 
popham Akers, Anne Ray 
Sims, Lisa Lusk Smith, Dr. 
William Smith, Bob Meteer; | 
and (not pictured) Ann Furr 
Fraiser, Tim Lowery, and | 
Peggy Smith Taylor. 


win back-to-back 5A State | 
Marching Championships | 
(2019-2021), the 2019 Winter | 
Guard International Open Class 
Winds Grand Championship 
and the 2021 Bands of America 
Class A Regional Championship. | 
The band has also received all | 
superior ratings for concert 
band during this time. 

Bush is engaged to Emily 
Gruzinskas, and they plan to 
marry in May 2023. 


‘om the Director 


Hello Alumni and Friends, 

We are well into the spring semester 
at Co-Lin, which means lots of events! 
We are so happy to be back in the swing 
of hosting in-person events on campus, 
and it’s clear that you all are too. From 
Homecoming and the Foundation 
scholarship receptions to the baseball . 
team’s inaugural First Pitch Dinner 
in January, and the Band and Colette 
Alumni Chapter’s 11 annual Princess 
Ball in February, our alumni and 
friends have turned out in droves for 
our recent events. We love to see it! 

The First Pitch Dinner was an 
opportunity to meet our new baseball 
coaches and this year’s team, and 
to raise funds for the Back the Pack 
Athletic Campaign including upgrades 
to Sullivan Baseball Field. Guest 
speaker, legendary Mississippi State 
baseball coach Ron Polk, helped make 
the night a huge success. The future is 
bright for Wolf Pack Baseball. I hope 
you will make plans to check out our 


delighted to feature our own legendary 
coach Gwyn Young (’71) in this issue. 
Coach Young is synonymous with 
Co-Lin Women’s Basketball, and it is 
an honor to celebrate his 1000" career 
win on our cover. Plans for a reunion 
with his former players and friends are 
underway for this spring. Follow our 
socials for details. 

More events are on the horizon- the 
Foundation’s Annual Hall of Fame 
dinner, our upcoming golf classics, 
including a new tournament this year 
in Simpson County, and graduation 
will be here before we know it. If 
you haven’t visited campus lately, 
come see what’s new. You are always 
welcome back home at The Place to 
Be 


Angela Furr and Dr. Jane Hulon Sims pose with 


new facilities this season and consider : 2 
oe ; First Pitch guest speaker Coach Ron Polk. 


giving in support of these upgrades. 
Speaking of athletics, we are 


Angela Davis Furr (Class of 2002) 
Executive Director of Foundation | 
Alumni Relations 


navel 
Simps 


29th Annual Wesson Golf Classic 
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/; ren — aM -_ , ] 
Dr. Howell and Candace Dr. Robert Bennie 


Thomas A. Ross Art Garner Leadership Channell J.J. Wesson C.C. Clark | 

Katie Whitehead Hannah Boyd Baylee Zumbro Gabriella Hegwood Anthony Nations | 
with Foundation board with Co-Lin President Dr. Jane with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation board | 
member Melton King Hulon Sims member Bill Sones member Jessica Breazeale member Bill Sones i) 


Maurice Ansel “Tony” Hf Glover Mae Boarden’ ae Marie Farr Walker 
Tynes } Book Charlotte Hill | Memorial 
Zakarria Hill Marisa Becerra T’Myah Denson Amber Parsons Cedric Lacey | 
with Foundation board with Foundation board with scholarship representative with Foundation board with Foundation board | 
member Bill Sones member Jessica Breazeale Margaret Ewing Thomas member Melton King member Melton King 


a 


7 % 


F 


Johnnie and Pauline Nelson and Melanie Jason Counts Memori 
— Wells Wilson Case Memorial J Brookhaven Lions Club [J and Maggie Flowers Ewing Memorial Post 27 
Jacob Clark Savanna Martin William Ogden Katelyn George Joshua Taylor 
with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation Board with scholarship representative with scholarship representative 
member Bill Sones member Melton King Member Melton King Margaret Ewing Thomas Dr. Tim Lea 


Mayes McGehee | Clyde Wilson Band and Annie Lee Hardison Frank and Evelyn 


Memorial Annual Stanley Stewart Band Colette Memorial Nursing Oswalt 
_ Isaac Sivils Montrel Johnson Tychina Byrd Dylan Martin Gracie Guynes 
with Foundation board with scholarship representative with scholarship representative with Foundation board with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale JP McInnis JP Mclnnis member Melton King member Jessica Breazeale 
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: 


John Vernon & Allyene 


Pitts Williams 


Lexie Guess 
with scholarship 


representative Ann Williams 


A,J., Charlene, and 


Susan Mangum 


Sadie Kate Kennedy 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


J. Edgar, Jr., and af 
Kathleen Simmons 


Annalee Johnson 
with Foundation board 
member Melton King 


Charles W. “B Lura, Larry, and Dale : Ca ees 
McGehee Greer Dr. Dewey Metts _ 
_ Alex Leake Elizabeth Easley Jordan Magee Breyanna Lawson 
with Foundation board with scholarship representative with Foundation board with Foundation board 
member Melton King Larry Greer member Melton King member Jessica Breazeale 


Cordelia Harvey ee N.B. and Catherine - 


Memorial _ White Memorial 
Toni Watson Annakat Harrell Dinetta Hillard Kayla Oberschmidt 
with Foundation board with scholarship representative with Foundation board with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale Sonya Cowen member Bill Sones member Bill Sones 


Katelynn Palmer Christalyn Penn Sam Smith Kimberly Ayers 
with Foundation board with Aleia Roberts with Foundation board with scholarship representative 
member Bill Sones member Bill Sones Bettye Boutwell 


Ball-Howing 


Samaria Tate 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


John and Suzanne B. R. and Francis B. Keith Daniels die aoe 
Boyd Scholarship Frazier . yen ee 
ah pus Brayden Johnson Whitney Howell Jessie Rippy 

with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation board Rr ehh me 
member Melton King member Bill Sones member Melton King TARE essics BICADEAS 
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Joshua McCreary 


with Foundation board 


member Bill Sones 


Kathryn Johnson 


with scholarship representative 


Pat Douglas 


Charlie and Johnnye ~~ 


Ferguson Mera Vo-tech 


Breanna Sullivan 
with Foundation board 


member Jessica Breazeale 


Tom Earl and Ruby 
Hogg James — 


Vivian Mcree 
with Foundation board 


member Jessica Breazeale 


Jessie Sandifer 
Memorial 


Faith Kivett 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


E.A. “Beby” Turnage 
Memorial 


Ethan Chambliss 


with Foundation board 


member Jessica Breazeale 


Tara Reid 


Memorial Scholarship 


Joanna Petty 
with Foundation board 


member Jessica Breazeale 


Seine iaissksippl | 
_ Resource Conservation 


Austin Durr 


with scholarship representative 


Johnnie Ruth Carlisle 


Tommie and Mary 
Ellen Jones Memorial” 


James Kimble 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


Puckett Machinery 
Diesel Tech 


Jennifer Wells 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


Jackson Taylor 
with Foundation board 
member Melton King 


i Ed Norwood Golf 


Myles Walters 


with Foundation board 


member Jessica Breazeale 
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Makaylin Cuellar 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


Harrison Hux 


with scholarship representative 


Margaret Ewing Thomas 


Abby Kate Magee 


Tammy Torrey 


James Gabriel “Gabe” 
Terrell Memorial 


Eli Cupit 


Mary Jane James 


Arlee W. Walker Pre- 
Professional Science 


Abeni Fuller 
with Foundation board 
member Melton King 


John William “Bill” 
McGuire, Sr. 


Kaylee Price 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


Lester R. (Randy) Furr 


Band 


Vontrel Johnson 


with scholarship representative with scholarship representative with scholarship representative 


JP MclInnis 


Noah “Cap” Wallace 
Famil 


Alayna Westrope 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


Anakathryn Case 
with scholarship 
representative Sonya Cowen 


Rev. M. L. and Lavelle 
Ratliff Douglas 


Laith El-Rai 
with scholarship representative 
Kenneth Wayne Douglas 


Noel H. Assi 
Memorial 


Joshua Taylor 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


David Smith 
Abby Grace Richardson 


with scholarship representative 
Ramona Smith Hartzog 


Zack Woods 


with scholarship representative 


Tommy Sasser 


Samuel Papizan 
with Foundation board 
member Melton King 


Maggie Newman 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


Ken and Ruth Patterson & 
Jewell Knight Memorial 


_ Hardy Per 
Lexie B. Smith Excellence in Wi 
Adam Wolfe 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


Bridjette Jones-Talbert 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


Dylan Bryan 
with Foundation board 
member Melton King 


| 


Sharon Boyd 
with scholarship representative 
Barbara Garrett 


Samuel Redd 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


Georgia O’Neal 
with Foundation board 
member Bill Sones 


Thomas Knott Antonio Merrill Zy’Keria Cole 
with scholarship with scholarship representative with scholarship representative 
representative Geralyn Russell Steve Bozeman Alton Ricks 


i 


Johnson and Micha | G. 
Lusk, Sr. Pre-Engineering 


William Brinson 
with Foundation board 
member Jessica Breazeale 


Roy Daughd 
Mathematics. 


Doris Ball Green Music 
and Julia Guess Music 


Mariah Trunnell Cooper Britt 
with scholarship representative _ with scholarship representative 
Janet Matthew Dr. Roy Daughdrill 


Jameyah Norton 
with scholarship representative 
Jason Dukes 
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Robert Williams 
Aspiring Educator 


Mylie Magee Colbie Hartzog Jessie Shorts Jordan Clanton Mi’kyla Harper | 


with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation board with scholarship representative 
member Jessica Breazeale member Melton King member Melton King member Jessica Breazeale Robert Williams, Ph.D. 


R. E. “Bob” Anderson | 
Vo-Tech 
Shyann Jackson Cameron Wallace Hunter Daley Hannah Lofton, Ashlyn Howell 
with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation board and Anakatheryn Case 
member Melton King member Melton King member Jessica Breazeale with Foundation board member Melton King 


mT | 
F } 

Ashlynn O’Quinn Suzanna Smith Briar Hamilton __ Madelyn Barrentine and Jaycee Case | 
with Foundation board with scholarship representative With scholarship representative with scholarship representatives Jim and Martha Lightsey 
member Bill Sones Bettye Boutwell Penny Russell i 


Alton and Jean Ricks 
Carson Barlow Lauren Esch Kellie Torrez 
with scholarship representatives Nora and with scholarship representatives Jim and with scholarship representatives Jean and j 
Chris Berch Martha Lightsey Alton Ricks | 
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Scholarship | 


Lauri Alison Boutwell Mathis 


; ' Memorial 
Cole Bozeman and Rileigh Martin Aaron Mooney Kayleigh Bolt and Allycen Trout 
with Foundation board member Jessica His parents, Scarlett and Todd Mooney, with — with scholarship representatives Joann Wentworth and Yancey 


Breazeale scholarship representative Bettye Boutwell Wentworth 


Ellis and Myrtis W. Stuart 
Seyed Navid Mousavi Nejad Gary Clark, Jr. Hannah Lofton, Ashlyn Howell 
with scholarship representatives Judy Izard with scholarship representatives Ellis Stuart, and AnaKatheryn Case 
and Kay Ashley Jr. and Rita Stuart with Foundation board member Melton King 


Amaria Collins Timothy Holmes, Samuel Etheridge and Ethan Piazza Zoie Aikens 
with scholarship representatives Louis Dugas _ with scholarship representatives Lorraine Stephenson and Tabitha Gatlin with Foundation board 
and Kathy Dugas member Melton King 


Beall Family Scholarship Jim and Martha Lightsey Immigrant Foundation General 


Hayden Spring and Landon Greer Hector Vitervo Kadasha Oliver and Megan Felchle 
with scholarship representatives Ann with scholarship representatives Jim and with Foundation board member Jessica 
Kimbrough Martha Lightsey Breazeale 
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| 
"Beatrice and Cecil { Donald Ashley “Chick” mack Foundation Simpson 


Farmer Memorial Smith Memorial Zacy F. M. Fortenberry General _ 
Haley Williamson Sabrina Legister Taylor Arrington Warner Watkins Taylor Johnston | 
with Foundation board with Foundation board with Foundation executive with Foundation board with F oundation executive 
member Marney Walker member Marney Walker director Angela Furr member Marney Walker director Angela Furr 


‘ 


Mildred Newman 

Silver Cross Home Foundation Powe 
Akura Brown and Samaria Tate Emma Britt, LaTashea Crawford, Kennedy Richardson, Dalton Sara Catherine Potter 
with scholarship representative Wanda Hart Orgeron, and Finley Neal with Foundation board ! 
with scholarship representative Stan Foster member Jessica Breazeale | 


Ken and Ruth Patterson : a | 
Carsyn Earls, Kelly Grace Raiford, | Madelyn Weeks and Jordyn Bridges Madison Moak | 
and Christalyn Penn with Foundation board member Melton King with scholarship representatives Sheila and | 

Larry Killingsworth } 


John Matthew McClelland Memorial Arthur L. Boyte, Jr. Family 
Kelly Grace Raiford Isaac Sivils, Kiele Powell, and Mason Clanton . 4 
with scholarship representatives Kim Edwards with with scholarship representatives Arthur and Jerlene Boyte | 


and Antoinette McClelland | 
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Judy Travis Akers 


Memorial 
Mercy Bishop William May Gabi Prather Haley Williamson and William Kindrex 
with Foundation board with Foundation executive with Foundation board with Peoples Bank representative Dennis Ammann and 
member Marney Walker director Angela Furr member Marney Walker Foundation board member Marney Walker 


ail 
: : Trustmark Bank of 
Corinth Baptist Church Nurse Connie o Magee 
Kimberly Sullivan and Ramsey Jones Anna Wood Carlos Barnes 
with Foundation executive director Angela with scholarship representatives Nicole Magee Cheramie, Tyler Cheramie, with Foundation executive 
Furr and David Magee and Co-Lin Foundation board member Marney Walker director Angela Furr 


Willie and Rice Ainsworth 


Carlos Barnes Wesley Boyd, Taylor Johnston, and Warner Watkins Jasmin Mcgruder 
with scholarship representative Janice with scholarship representatives Kayla Ware and Fontaine McNair with Foundation executive 
Ainsworth and Foundation board member director Angela Furr 
Marney Walker 


Thelma Hemphill Jones Sara Conerly Bruce Mazary Brewer 
Wesley Boyd Gabi Prather Sabrina Legister_ 

with Foundation board with Foundation executive with Fi oundation executive 

member Marney Walker director Angela Furr director Angela Furr 
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\\ew Scholarships 


Andrew Calvit Rotary Scholarship established 


The annual Andrew Calvit 
Rotary Scholarship was 
recently created with the 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Foundation by the 
Rotary Club of Natchez in 
honor of Andrew Calvit. This 
scholarship was established to 
benefit a student from Adams 
County who plans to attend 
any Co-Lin campus. 

Calvit has been a long-time 
member of both the Rotary 
Club of Natchez and the Co- 
Lin Foundation board. He was 
surprised by the honor during 
their November meeting. 

“T’m very honored for this 


The Andrew Calvit Rotary Scholarship was recently established by the Rotary Club of Natchez in honor of Andrew Calvit. 


scholarship to be given in my Calvit has been a member of Rotary since 2005, and he served on the Co-Lin Foundation board for 18 years. On hand for the 
name to a student attending presentation were from left, Rotary President Lauren Middleton, Dr. Sandra Barnes, vice president of the Natchez campus, 
Co-Lin,” he said. “I serve Melton King, chairman of the Co-Lin Board of Trustees, Calvit, Foundation Director Angela Furr, club member Nancy Hunger- 
because I love people, and I ford and Dr. Dewayne Middleton, Co-Lin executive vice president. 
like to make a difference.” In 1975, he began his career College while working at purchased the company 

He grew up in the Cranfield at Mississippi Valley Gas Armstrong Tire and Rubber in 2002. Two years later, 
community and started his Company as a meter reader. Company. Calvit received his Master’s 
first job working on a farm Then in 1978, for the next six Calvit returned to the gas in Business Administration 
for a modest $3 per hour. He years, he took night classes at company in1984 and remained and earned the operations 
later served in the U.S. Army. Copiah-Lincoln Community there when Atmos Energy supervisor title at Atmos. 


Tommy, Annette Sasser Scholarship endowed 


The Tommy and Annette 
Sasser Scholarship was 
recently endowed with the 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Foundation by 
the Sasser family. This 
scholarship was established to 
benefit a student majoring in 
science with at least a 3.0 GPA 
and demonstrated financial 
need. 

Sasser’s family hosted a 
lunch to surprise him with 
this honor at the Thames 
Center in January. During 
the announcement his son, 
Stan, said they wanted to 
honor him and his late wife, 


The Tommy and Annette Sasser Scholarship was recently endowed with by the Sasser family. On hand for the presentation 


and they could not think of were from left, Kelly Fenwick, Steve Sasser, Gail Sasser, Stan Sasser, Tommy Sasser, Nancy Sasser Fenwick, Billy Fenwick and 
a better way after his many Tara Sasser. 
years of service to the school. 

“Tm not normally Co-Lin before transferring State University. Bogue Chitto for more than 50 
speechless,” Sasser said to the University of Southern Sasser has served on the years. He is past president of 
emotional at the gift, Mississippi, where he received Co-Lin Board of Trustees for the Lincoln County Forestry 
“But that’s what Iam — a Bachelor of Science degree more than 30 years and is Association, Lincoln County 
speechless.” in chemistry. He received a past member of the Co- Education Association and 

Tommy Sasser graduated a master’s degree from Lin Foundation Board. He South Central Chapter Sons 
from Bogue Chitto High Mississippi College with has served as a deacon at of the American Revolution, 
School in 1963 and attended further study at Mississippi Calvary Baptist Church in Bogue Chitto Lions Club and 
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Instructors endow Pe chology scholarship 


The Rhonda Posey and Don 
Smith Technology Scholarship 
was recently endowed with the 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Foundation by long- 
time instructors Rhonda 
Posey and Don Smith, both of 
Brookhaven. This scholarship 
was established to benefit 
a student majoring in 
Cybersecurity and Computer 
Networking Technology who 
has at least a 3.0 GPA on the 
Wesson campus. 

Posey (‘85) and Smith (’80) 
both graduated from Co-Lin, 
taught for many years until 
retirement, and then once 
again returned as part time 
cybersecurity and computer 
networking instructors. 

After Co-Lin, Posey 
continued her education at 
Mississippi State University 
where she received a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
and office education and a 
master’s degree in technology 
education. She also is a Cisco 
Certified Network Associate 
and Instructor. She and her 
husband, Kevin, have two sons 
and a granddaughter. 

Smith continued his 
education at the University of 
Southern Mississippi where he 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in computer science. He also 
holds several certifications, 


has been active in various 
other civic organizations. He 
retired from Lincoln County 
Schools with 30 years of 
service and currently owns 
and operates Sasser Farms, 
a 700-acre tree farm in the 
Bogue Chitto area. 


The Rhonda Posey and Don Smith Technology Scholarship was recently endowed 
by Rhonda Posey and Don Smith, both of Brookhaven. On hand for the presenta- 
tion were from left, Executive Director Angela Furr, Posey and Smith. 


including Internet and 
Computing Core Certification, 
Cisco Certified Network 
Associate, Certified Internet 
Webmaster and is a Certified 
Novell Administrator. He is 
a member of Ramah Baptist 
Church in McCall Creek. 

Posey and Smith decided 
to establish the scholarship 
to pay forward everything 
that Co-Lin has given to 
them. From an education and 
rewarding careers to life-long 
friendships, they have been 
shaped by their time spent on 
campus. 

“T am at my best, while at 


Annette Sasser was a 1962 
graduate of Bogue Chitto High 
School. She was a graduate 
of Co-Lin and the University 
of Southern Mississippi with 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
in biology. She retired from 
Lincoln County Schools with 


Give to a scholarship today! 


Contributions to any Foundation scholarship, can be mailed to the Co-Lin Foundation at P.O. 
Box 649, Wesson, MS 39191, or made online at https://www.colin.edu/alumni-foundation/give- 
now/. For more information about establishing a new scholarship in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, call the alumni office today! 


Co-Lin,” Smith said. “It is 
truly the place to be!” 

Posey agreed, adding that as 
a Wesson native, many of her 
childhood memories include 
countless hours on Co-Lin’s 
campus at ballgames, camps, 
and many other events. 

“To me, Co-Lin is home,” 
she said. “The people (past 
and present) are like family to 
me. My co-workers became 
my best friends, so Co-Lin is 
the best part of me.” 

Posey and Smith benefitted 
from scholarships during their 
time as students, but it was 
as teachers that they began to 


23 years of service. She served 
as pianist and a Sunday school 
teacher at Calvary Baptist 
Church for 41 years. Tommy 
and Annette were married for 
49 years. She passed away on 
Sept. 16, 2016. 

Tommy and Annette are 


better understand the struggle 
many students have paying for 
college. 

“T would like to ensure that 
deserving students have an 
opportunity to be taught skills 
which will lead to a rewarding 
career,” Smith said. 

Cybersecurity and computer 
technology both serve as 
high impact fields both 
professionally and personally, 
and the demand for these 
careers is expected to continue 
to grow. 

“Every area of our world 
today is affected by computers 
and networks,” Posey said. 
“Understanding how these 
networks work is important 
to our nation’s economy and 
future endeavors.” 

Smith agreed and 
added, “Our identities are 
increasingly online. It is 
critical to keep computer 
networks and the data they 
maintain secure, accurate, and 
confidential.” 

In addition to helping 
students, Posey also hopes 
their actions inspire others to 
give back to the college. 

“T hope it will encourage 
other Co-Lin employees and 
retirees to consider funding 
a scholarship,” she said. 
“Helping others is what 
education is all about.” 


the parents of two sons, 

Stan (Tara) and Gary Paul 
(deceased), and have three 
grandsons, Clint (Katie) 
Sasser, Ryne (Kaitlyn) Sasser, 
and Steven (Jennifer) Sasser. 
He also has a great grandson 
on the way. 
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Sergeant First Class Joshua Aldrige (‘21) has been selected as 
the 2022 Misssissippi Army National Guard Recruiter of the 


Year. 


Reilly Miller (10) was recently named Director of Racquet 


Sports at Fernwood Country Club. 


Matt Mooney (‘02) has recently been promoted to Chief 


Operating Officer at Parkway Property Investments. 


Leigh Beth Hurst ('18) and Caleb Touchstone 
were married on Sept. 17, 2022. 


Ruby McCullough (17) and Daniel Hopkins 
were married on Oct. 15, 2022. 


Emalyn Langley ('21) and Karlton Byrd were 
married on Oct. 21, 2022. 


William Carr (20) and Cassidy Roberson 
(attended) were married Oct. 22, 2022. 


Shelby Alexander (12) and Austin Ladner 
were married on Oct. 29, 2022. 


Callie Fortenberry (19) and Hunter Sutton 
were married on Nov. 5, 2022. 


Tori Sullivan (17) and Seth Powell were 
married on Nov. 5, 2022. 


Sky Westbrook-James (attended) and Luke 
Thomas (‘attended) were married on Nov. 5, 
OZR. 


Gage Daley (’20) and Scarlett Russell were 
married on Nov. 12, 2022. 


Tori Titus (19) and Connor Griffin (attended) 
were married on Nov. 19, 2022. 


Jadeyn Fuller (’20) and Nick Kleppinger were 
married on Nov. 19, 2022. 


Shay Hodges ('18) and Morgan Webb were 
married on Dec. 10, 2022 


Hailey Malone (20) and Cole Little were 
married on Dec. 10, 2022 


Chad Baron (‘87) and Shelley Harrigill were 
married on Dec. 27, 2022. 
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(‘13) passed away July 21, 2022. 


(‘86) passed away July 21, 
2022. 
(‘40) passed away July 31, 2022. 
(‘86) passed away 
August 2022. 


(attended) passed away Aug. 2, 2022. 


passed away Sept. 3, 2022. She 
is a former secretary to the Dean of Career and 
Technical Education. 


(‘67) passed away Sept. 
8, 2022. 


(attended) passed away Sept. 10, 
2022. ae 


(‘53) passed away 
Sept. 30, 2022. King was a member 
of the football team while a student, 
and he later returned to Co-Lin to 
teach. 


(attended) 
passed away Oct. 4, 2022. Wallace 
was a member of the football team at 
Co-Lin. 


passed 
away Oct. 26, 2022. He served on 
Co-Lin’s Board of Trustees for 26 
years. 


passed away Nov. 3, 
2022. McDaniel taught foreign languages at Co-Lin 
until her retirement in 1984. 


_ (attended) passed away Nov. 6, 2022. 
Nations was a member of the men’s basketball 
team under Alton Ricks. 


(attended) passed 
away Nov. 7, 2022. 


(attended) passed away 
Jan. 20, 2022. 


passed away Feb. 3, 2023. 
She was a former Wesson campus business office 
employee. 
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Coach Joe Carmody passed 
away Jan. 5, 2023. 

In addition to his legendary 
coaching career at the university 
and professional level, Carmody 
was a 1954 graduate of Co-Lin 
where he was co-captain of the 
football team and a member 
of the baseball team. He was 
honored as Co-Lin’s Alumnus of 
the Year in 2014, was inducted 
into the Co-Lin Sports Hall of Fame in 1993, and was Co- 
Lin’s inductee in the Mississippi Community College Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2020. 

After Co-Lin, Carmody continued his education at 
Tulane, where he lettered in football two years and earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

He served as an assistant football coach at Tulane, 
Kentucky, Mississippi State, Ole Miss and North 
Carolina before he became the defensive coordinator at 
The University of Southern Mississippi, where he was 
nicknamed “Big Nasty” as coordinator of the “Nasty Bunch” 
defense. He spent a season as an assistant coach in the NFL 
for the Buffalo Bills before returning to Southern Miss as the 
head football coach where he boasted a winning record in 
five of six seasons including an upset that ended a 57-game 
Alabama winning streak, which was the most points scored 
against a Bear Bryant team in Tuscaloosa. 

Following his career at Southern Miss, Carmody coached 
at Mississippi State, Mississippi College, and Ole Miss 
before returning to the NFL as a scout for the Arizona 
Cardinals for 10 years before his retirement in 2005. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, the former Earlyn 
“Noonie” Regouffre; his four sons, Steve Carmody (Nena), 
Brian Carmody (Bridget), Keith Carmody (Kelly), and Chris 
Carmody; six grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. 


Carmody 


On the Cover 


Coach Gwyn Young (‘71) recently achieved his 1,000th 
career win. He currently holds the record for most wins of 
any active coach in the NJCAA 


Send your alumni news and photos 
to Julia Miller, 
at julia.miller@colin.edu. 


Please provide class year(s) and.a 
phone number for 
verification. 


Meu Chvival 


Colby Kent (/14) and Erica Kent (13) 
welcomed a baby, Griffin Cole Kent, on June 
16, 2022. Griffin is the grandson of Allen 
Kent, director of housing and golf coach. 


Sarah Rhodus ('12) and Blake Rhodus 
welcomed a baby, Kathryn Burke Rhodus, on 
Sept. 22, 2022. 


Avery Leggett Jr. (‘17) and Sha’Kera Leggett 
(‘20) welcomed a baby, Greyson Avery, on 
Sept. 23. Greyson is the grandson of Kina 
Leggett, comptroller, and Chuck McCall, 
Workforce Develpment coordinator for the 
Wesson campus. 


Taylor Smith (/10) and Sarabeth Smith (16) 
welcomed a baby, Tinsley Reese Smith, on 
Ociss i 2022: 


Alexsundria Thomas Tanksley ('18) and 
Anthony Tanksley and welcomed a baby girl, 
Kyndal Jordan Tanksley on Nov. 21, 2022. 


Mary Catherine Franklin (10) and Keith 
Franklin welcomed a baby, Emery Catherine 
Franklin, on Dec. 8, 2022. 


Mary Elizabeth Fischer (attended) and Erich 
Fischer welcomed a baby, Kipp Higdon 
Fischer, on Dec. 27, 2022. 


Franklin 


Douglas Strait (15) and Maura Strait (14) welcomed a baby, 
Russell Price Strait, on Feb. 1, 2023. 
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Scan the 
R code 

and pa 
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